ANNOUNCEMENT
The Annals of Surgery Goes On-line TO OUR READERS:
We are delighted to announce that, starting this month, the Annals of Surgery is converting to an on-line system of submitting and reviewing manuscripts. We are confident that the Editorial Manager©, already in use by a number of prominent academic journals, will substantially improve the process of getting manuscripts evaluated and published.
First, the on-line system speeds submission of a manuscript from days to minutes, with instant feedback to authors and a means of following the progress of their works during the review. Second, reviewers will have the flexibility of working and then submitting their reviews entirely on-line. Third, it will allow editors to manage manuscripts with the click of a computer keyboard, without having to handle voluminous paper files. The collective time savings should dramatically reduce the time from submission to editorial decision.
Then, when a manuscript is accepted for publication, Editorial Manager will allow us to instantly place it on our website as a preprint publication, saving an additional 6 months or more before an accepted paper can be processed and printed in the paper copy of the Annals of Surgery. While this preprint publication will not be copy-edited or formatted, it will allow the author to cite his or her work as "published", and to establish primacy with the research in question.
We are enormously proud of the high standards the Annals of Surgery has established in surgical academic publication over the more than a century of the journal's existence. With the advent of on-line technology, we feel confident that our submission and review process will now complement the excellence of our journal's content.
Please feel free to contact our editorial office with any questions you may have. We look forward to continuing to serve the surgery community.
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